TRIBUTE TO REX NETTLEFORD

Jamaican High Commission

Saturday 10 April 2010

Lord Morris of Handsworth OJ  DL
Colleagues and Dear Friends
It is a privilege for me to be here today, not to mourn but to celebrate the life and times of our beloved friend and colleague, the late Professor Rex Nettleford.

When I reflected on his life and the contribution he made, he reminded me of the character Shakespeare must have had in mind when he wrote “As You Like It”.

In fact I can think of no one who better fits the words of Shakespeare when he wrote the following words: “All the world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely players; they have their exits and their entrances, and one man in his time plays many parts.”

For Rex the world generally and Jamaica in particular was his stage, and as we well know, he played many parts:

· Artist

· Academic

· Historian

· Scholar

· Internationalist

· Trade unionist

· Politician

In summary, a man of the people, a man of the world and a true son of Jamaica.

But it is his work and his commitment to trade unionism at home and abroad that I want to recall today.

Rex saw the trade union movement as one of the key pillars of civil society:

· A liberating force for change

· A builder of social capital

· A defender of human rights and a partnership builder for international solidarity.

Friends.

All around us there is to be found evidence of his lasting and enduring legacy, not least of which is his legacy to the trade union movement at home and abroad.
Rex founded and led the Trade Union Education Institute through which agricultural and industrial workers could meet and enjoy the richness of academic and social interchange at the highest level.

His commitment to giving Jamaican workers a voice was not confined to Jamaica, and in 1967 he was awarded the International Labour Organisation Fellowshnip for Labour Education.  
The philosophy and values which guides the trade union movement were part of his abiding passion.  The values of:

· Solidarity

· Anti-discrimination

· Social justice

· Defender of Human Rights

He understood the power of knowledge deployed with humanity and it was that understanding which enabled him to maintain a strong commitment to the arts through is friendship and respect for the late Edna Manley whilst at the same time drawing on the benefits of Michael Manley’s early days as a trade union negotiator for the National Workers’ Union.

Colleagues

We all knew Rex Nettleford in our different ways and will miss him in our different ways.

I started by quoting from Shakespeare.  It is fitting, therefore, that I should end with another quotation, this time from Longfellow.  
He writes:

Lives of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave behind us

Footprints on the sands of time

Comrades and friends
Professor Rex Nettleford has certainly left his foot prints on the sands of our time.  He lives in our memory.
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